
Mary’s residence at the annunciation: 

 

Signs that my memory is failing.  Mary was living in Nazareth before the flight to Egypt.  We 

read this every year during Advent.  

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's 

name was Mary. (Luke 1:26-27) 

 

However, today, when asked, I was thinking of this passage too from Matthew about the flight to 

Egypt and their return:  

 

22 But when he heard that Archela'us reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he 

went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be 

fulfilled. "He shall be called a Nazarene.” (Matthew 2:22-23) 

 

So Jospeh was initially headed back to Judea, but instead went to the land of Galilee (more 

specifically, Nazareth). 

 

That was why I was thinking since Mary was a daughter of Israel, she would have been residing 

in Judea.  

 

However, it is clear that both were living in Nazareth at the time of the annunciation and before 

the flight into Egypt  
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“God sent forth his Son,” but to prepare a body for him, he wanted the free cooperation of a creature. For this, from all eternity God 

chose for the mother of his Son a daughter of Israel, a young Jewish woman of Nazareth in Galilee, “a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mar 

 

Joseph also living in Nazareth prior to Jesus’ birth 

 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, (Luke 2:4) 

 

In Christ, 
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